Infectious posterior scleritis caused by Pseudallescheria boydii. Clinicopathologic findings.
The purpose of the study is to describe an unusual case of infectious posterior scleritis after excision of a pterygium. The case history of a patient in whom anterior and posterior scleritis developed after excision of a pterygium is reviewed. Histopathologic findings are presented. Pathologic examination results of a scleral biopsy site and the eye showed extensive involvement of the posterior sclera with fungi that on culture grew Pseudallescheria boydii. The development of posterior scleral thickening and intrascleral abscesses gave the clinical impression of autoimmune posterior scleritis or possible tumor. Ultrasonography and computed tomography scan of the eye and orbit proved particularly helpful in following progression of scleral involvement. Pseudallescheria boydii is capable of causing an infectious posterior scleritis, which can mimic autoimmune posterior scleritis. The use of systemic immunosuppressive agents contributed to this unusual clinical presentation. Progression of posterior scleritis in the face of apparent adequate immunosuppressive therapy always should suggest the possibility of tumor or infection.